io8                                   Unemployment
It will be seen from Table 24 that there is very little long-term un-
employment in the Survey Area. In the case of a few skilled workers
there is some degree of unemployment due to a decline in demand
for their particular form of craftsmanship, but as regards unskilled
workers we can assume with safety that most of those who have
been unemployed for more than six months are in some way below
the standard required for the wages and conditions in the Area. This
assumption is supported by the results of an inquiry1 made into the
industrial history of 22 persons out of the 25 Oxford workers who
had been, in October 1937, wholly unemployed for more than a year.
One-third of the cases investigated were people of 60 years of age,
while another third were between 45 and 60. In the latter group
there were 4 disabled men. Thus in one-half of the cases analysed,
long unemployment was the result of old age or infirmity. At least
16 out of the 22 workers were unskilled. In the case of Abingdon,
the closing of the clothing factory already referred to accounts for
most of the unemployment in the cover i year' group. It has been
the general experience all over the country that elderly people who
have once lost their jobs experience great difficulty in finding new
employment. A considerable proportion of the wholly unemployed
workers, however, are sub-standard people who are only suitable for
casual jobs or for helping with a temporary pressure, and who, after
a short period of work, are thrown on the labour market again until
they are once more reabsorbed into casual employment. It appears
that the only reduction of unemployment possible in the Area would
be obtained if the motor industry could ensure constant employ-
ment, and apparently this is almost out of the question with a product
not as yet standardked and consequently subject to a somewhat
unpredictable demand.
Conclusion.
In the last twenty years employment in the Area has been growing
rapidly. There has not been any serious long-term unemployment
problem comparable with that which other areas have had to face.
The main feature of the local unemployment position has been the
periodicalunemploymentarisingfrom the irregular nature of the work
in the Area's principal industry. The fact that in the kst few years
local unemployment has never fallen below 5 -6 per cent., although it
readied a much lower level before 1929, when the activity of trade
was certainly no greater, suggests the moral that there may be a
1 Carried out by J. H. Wilson of the Institute of Statistics.